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endless efflorescence, along with the emotional satisfactions de-
rived from their religions, could have given these peoples the
strong propulsions, derived from the religions, to carry on the
enormous work of construction and to maintain it willingly
from age to age.
The expansion and complications of the religions were both
continuous and cumulative. Mayan cities were built and then
abandoned utterly. Whole populations trekked to new regions
and built their templed cities all over again. There were century-
long subsidences in Mayan civilization, but the religious con-
tinuity was never broken.
The Aztecs' life was one of efficient, many-sided agriculture;
of craftsmanship unexcelled in the Western Hemisphere or the
world; of much democracy in human relationships. Its social
base was the exogamous clan, and within the clan, leadership
was achieved and kept through proved individual merit. Clans
united into tribes, with equal representation on the tribal coun-
cil; and the council chose the tribal functionaries on the basis
of demonstrated merit. There existed rank, but not caste, the
only exception being the quite fluid, shifting slave class. The
slave controlled his own family and could in turn hold slaves;
none were born into slavery; murder of a slave brought the death
penalty to the killer; slavery became a temporary status while a
man expiated a crime. Often, families of the poor would rotate
their children, one at a time, into temporary slavery.
Productive resources were communally held; but there were
kads whose produce was set aside for the religious organiza-
tions and other knds whose produce was set aside to pay trib-
ute. Where one tribe established dominance over another,
moderate tribute was taken. The bulk of such tribute went to
the whole of the dominating tribe through its clans. For dis-
tinguished services, as in war, life-tenure of lands, and some-
times the right to the labor of subjugated vassals, was bestowed
on individuals, from time to time.
There existed no coinage or other currency, but through the
institution of the market, exchanges went on locally and across
all Mexico and down as far as Panama; and there was an inter-
tribal, international guild of merchants whose persons were
immune even in war, and who penetrated everywhere.
- The institution of the judiciary was fully developed, justice
was even-handed, and venality or favoritism on the part of
-judges was punished ruthlessly. Restitution to the injured in-
dividual, rather than punishment of the wrongdoer, was a guid-
ing principle. The more extreme punishments were aimed at